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to the very walls of the stronghold, laying the aque-
duct in ruins and dismantling what other buildings
they found in their way. But in Cesena the gallant
Pedro Ramires lay in wait for them. Issuing to meet
them, he not only put them to flight and drove them
for shelter into the fortress of Montebello, but laid
siege to them there and broke them utterly, with a
loss, as was reputed, of some three hundred men in
slain alone.
The news of this came to cheer Valentinois, who,
moreover, could now depend upon the Pope and
France. Further, and in view of that same protection,
the Orsini were already treating with him for a recon-
ciliation, despite the fact that the Orsini blood was
scarce dry upon his hands. But he had a resolute, sly,
and desperate enemy in Venice, and on October loth
there arrived in Rome Bartolomeo d'Alviano and
Gianpaolo Baglioni, who repaired to the Venetian
ambassador and informed him that they were come in
quest of the person of Valentinois, intending his death.
To achieve their ends they united themselves to
the Orsini, who were now in arms in Rome, their at-
tempted reconciliation with Cesare having aborted,
Valentinois's peril became imminent, and from the
Vatican he withdrew for shelter to the Castle of Sant'
Angelo, going by way of the underground passage
built by his father.
Thither he summoned Michele da Corella, who was
at Rocca Soriana with his foot, and Taddeo della
Volpe (a valiant captain and a great fighter, who had
already lost an eye in Cesare's service) and Baldas-
sare Scipione, who were in the Neapolitan territory
with their men-at-arms. He was gathering his sinews
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